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EVENT OVERVIEW

WHY ATTEND

Gain practical insights into the management of 
complex ocular trauma, stay current with emerging 
surgical techniques and therapies, and engage 
with leading experts across subspecialties in a 
collaborative learning environment.

OCT Interpretation for the Busy Provider

Innovations in Ocular Trauma

Traumatic Retinal Detachment

Eyelid Trauma with Canalicular Lacerations

Chemical Injuries, Eyelids and Timely Rescue

Dr David Chin Yee is a vitreoretinal 
surgeon recognized for his expertise 
in medical and surgical retina, clinical 
research, and international outreach,  
with a strong commitment to 
advancing eye care globally.

featured speakers 

The 16th Annual Symposium of the Ophthalmological 
Society of Jamaica brings together leading clinicians 
and experts to explore advancements in ocular 
trauma care. 

Centered on the theme “Rising from the Rubble: 
Excellence & Innovation in Ocular Trauma,” this year’s 
program highlights evolving surgical techniques, 
clinical insights, and collaborative approaches to 
improving patient outcomes.

event key topics

about the event

DR DAVID CHIN YEE

Dr Matthew Cunningham is a 
vitreoretinal surgeon and clinical 
research leader whose work 
focuses on advanced retinal disease 
management, surgical innovation, 
and ophthalmic education.

DR MATTHEW CUNNINGHAM
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mission statement

Establishing the Society itself

Associations: Encouraging and assisting in the formation of such societies and forming 
strong links with existing societies in the Caribbean and worldwide

Cooperation with other bodies: Promoting fraternal and professional relationship between 
fellow practitioners at home and abroad. Conferring and cooperating with other similar 
bodies as the occasion may require

I. Educational Work: Promoting excellence through continued education, in association 
with other bodies worldwide

II. Publications: Issuing of appropriate publications

III. Statistics and Reports: Obtaining and disseminating accurate information regarding the 
various activities of this society

1

2

3

4

The objective of the Society shall be to promote the best possible eye-care in Jamaica and the Caribbean through 
corporative efforts by:
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President’s message

Dear Esteemed Members and Colleagues,

On behalf of the Executive of the Ophthalmological 
Society of Jamaica, I warmly welcome you to our 16th 
Annual Symposium at the Sandals Dunn’s River Hotel, 
St. Ann. This year’s theme, “Rising from the Rubble: 
Excellence & Innovation in Ocular Trauma”, reflects our 
unwavering commitment to advancing ophthalmic 
care, particularly in the critical and evolving field of 
ocular trauma.

Ocular trauma presents unique and often 
complex challenges, demanding clinical expertise, 
innovative approaches, and strong interdisciplinary 
collaboration. This symposium provides an invaluable 
opportunity to share knowledge, explore cutting-edge 
advancements, and strengthen our approaches to 
both management and prevention, with the ultimate 
goal of improving patient outcomes.

Over the course of the event, we are privileged to learn 
from leading experts who will share insights drawn 
from research, clinical experience, and best practices. 
These discussions are intended not only to deepen our 
understanding but to inspire meaningful application 
in our daily practice, ensuring patients receive the 
highest quality care.

The past year has been one of progress and purpose. 
We expanded our diabetic retinopathy screening 
program with new sites in Westmoreland, Hanover, 
and Trelawny, and marked World Sight Day through 
public education initiatives, media engagement, and 
collaborative efforts across hospitals. Community 
screenings targeting diabetic retinopathy, glaucoma, 
and refractive errors—particularly among public 
passenger vehicle drivers—reflect our ongoing 
commitment to accessible eye care.

We were also reminded of the importance of resilience 
in the face of adversity. Hurricane Melissa tested 
our systems, yet through coordinated efforts across 
institutions, we maintained continuity of care despite 
increased demand, including ocular trauma cases. 
This collective response underscores the strength and 
dedication within our community.

I extend sincere appreciation to our colleagues who 
supported one another during that time, as well 
as to our sponsors whose generosity continues to 
strengthen our work. I also thank the Executive 
Committee and all subcommittees for their 
commitment in delivering this year’s symposium.

Our partnerships remain central to our progress. 
Continued collaboration with Vision 2020 UK, the 
Ministry of Health & Wellness, and both public and 
private sector stakeholders has been instrumental 
in advancing screening programs, education, and 
service delivery across Jamaica.

As we gather, I encourage us to continue fostering 
a spirit of collaboration, resilience, and shared 
purpose. The future of ophthalmology depends on 
our collective commitment to excellence, innovation, 
and compassionate care—ensuring a lasting impact 
on the patients and communities we serve.

Thank you for your dedication to our Society, our 
profession, and the preservation of sight.

Here to serve, 
Dr. Amoy Ramsay 
President, OSJ
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The Ophthalmological Society of Jamaica is led by a dedicated Executive Board serving the 2024–2026 term, whose 

leadership continues to advance the Society’s mission of excellence in ophthalmic care, education, and service.

Executive Board

Consultant Ophthalmologist

Cornwall Regional Hospital

Ophthalmologist

Cornwall Regional Hospital

Consultant Ophthalmologist

Kingston Public Hospital

Consultant Ophthalmologist

Mandeville Regional Hospital

Consultant Ophthalmologist

Cornwall Regional Hospital

PRESIDENT

TREASURER

VICE PRESIDENT

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT

SECRETARY
DR AMOY RAMSAY

DR SHANI WRIGHT

DR MICHELLE LEIGHTON

DR JEANNINE NELSON-IMORU

DR CHARMAINE SCARLETT
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program timeline

Welcome Ceremony
Chairperson: Dr Valence Jordan

7:45 - 8:00 am Registration

8:00 - 8:05 am Welcome

Dr Valence Jordan

8:05 - 8:10 am Prayer

Dr Donald Rhodd

8:10 - 8:20 am President’s Welcome

Dr Amoy Ramsay

8:20 - 8:25 am Welcome from SMO St Ann’s Bay

Dr Tanya Hamilton

8:25 - 8:30 am Vote of Thanks

Dr Valence Jordan

Dr Hugh Vaughan Lecture
Chairperson: Dr Jeannine Nelson-Imoru

SCientific 

Sesson 01

8:30 - 8:40 am Introduction of Dr Hugh Vaughan Lecture & Dr Matthew Cunningham

Dr Jeannine Nelson-Imoru

8:40 - 9:00 am Heads-Up Surgery & Secondary Intraocular Lenses

Dr Matthew Cunningham

9:00 - 9:10 am Questions & Answers

9:10 - 9:20 am Elite Platinum Presentation

Aristopharma

opening 

Sesson

7Rising from the Rubble: Excellence & Innovation in Ocular Trauma



program timeline

Dr Denis Degazon Lecture
Chairperson: Dr Amoy Ramsay

Scientific 

Session 02

9:20 - 9:30 am Introduction of Dr Denis Degazon Lecture & Dr David Chin Yee

Dr Amoy Ramsay

9:30 - 9:45 am Enhancing Collaborative Care in Retinal Diseases: A Focus on Injection Therapies

Dr David Chin Yee

Innovations in Ocular Trauma from a Retina Specialist’s Perspective

Dr David Chin Yee

10:00 - 10:10 am Questions & Answers

10:10 - 10:40 am Coffee Break

Exhibit Hall

Diagnostic Dilemma & Glaucoma
Chairperson: Dr Shamfa Peart

SCientific 

Sesson 03

10:40 - 10:45 am Introduction of Dr Matthew Cunningham & Dr Valence Jordan

Dr Shamfa Peart

10:45 - 11:00 am OCT Interpretation for the Busy Provider

Dr Matthew Cunningham

11:00 - 11:15 am Under Pressure: The Many Faces of Post-Traumatic Glaucoma

Dr Valence Jordan

11:15 - 11:20 am Questions & Answers

9:45 - 10:00 am
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program timeline

Ocular Trauma, The Jamaican Experience
Chairperson: Dr Camara Brown

Scientific 

Session 04

11:20 - 11:25 am Introduction of Dr Donovan Calder

Dr Camara Brown

11:25 - 11:55 am Ocular Trauma, My Perspective

Dr Donovan Calder

11:55 - 12:00 pm Questions & Answers

Networking & LunchSesson 

Break

12:00 - 1:00 pm Lunch

Laughing Waters Suite

1:00 - 1:20 pm Meet & Greet with the Sponsors

Exhibit Hall
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Trauma and Oculoplastics
Chairperson: Dr Michelle Leighton

Scientific 

Session 06

2:00 - 2:05 pm Introduction of Dr Kim Jebodhsingh & Dr Kristin Cowan-Lyn

Dr Michelle Leighton

2:05 - 2:20 pm Eyelid Trauma with Canalicular Lacerations

Dr Kim Jebodhsingh

2:20 - 2:35 pm Burning the Edge: Chemical Injuries, Eyelids and Timely Rescue

Dr Kristin Cowan-Lyn

2:35 - 2:40 pm Questions & Answers

2:40 - 3:00 pm Coffee Break

Exhibit Hall

program timeline

Ocular Trauma: Caribbean Insights
Chairperson: Dr Angella Mattis

SCientific 

Sesson 05

1:20 - 1:25 pm Introduction of Dr Ronnie Bhola

Dr Angella Mattis

1:25 - 1:40 pm IOFB in the Caribbean & Traumatic Retinal Detachment

Dr Ronnie Bhola

1:40 - 1:55 pm Haptic Externalization and Fixation of a Posterior Chamber IOL

Dr Ronnie Bhola

1:55 - 2:00 pm Questions & Answers
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program timeline

Ocular Trauma: Young Ophthalmologists Perspective
Chairperson: Dr Shani Wright

Scientific 

Session 07

3:00 - 3:05 pm Introduction of Dr Joseph Reynolds & Dr Jessica Yap

Dr Shani Wright

3:05 - 3:20 pm Trends in Ocular Trauma at Kingston Public Hospital, Jamaica

Dr Joseph Reynolds

3:20 - 3:35 pm A Snapshot of A&E Referrals to the Eye Department of East Sussex Hospital Trust

Dr Jessica Yap

3:35 - 3:40 pm Questions & Answers

3:40 - 3:45 pm Vote of Thanks

Dr Shani Wright

3:45 - 4:00 pm Networking & Discussion

4:00 - 4:30 pm AGM

Laughing Waters

11Rising from the Rubble: Excellence & Innovation in Ocular Trauma



A distinguished vitreoretinal surgeon and clinical researcher, Dr Matthew Cunningham brings extensive expertise in 

advanced retinal disease management, surgical innovation, and ophthalmic education.

dr hugh vaughan lecture

DR MATTHEW CUNNINGHAM

Dr Matthew Cunningham 

is a vitreoretinal surgeon 

and clinical research leader, 

currently serving as a partner 

at the Florida Retina Institute, 

where he also directs clinical trials and research 

initiatives. Known for his commitment to advancing 

retinal care, his work spans surgical innovation, 

academic contribution, and physician education.

Born in New York and raised in South Florida, Dr 

Cunningham began his academic journey at the 

University of Miami, studying biomedical engineering 

before entering the accelerated Junior Honors Medical 

Program at the University of Florida. He earned both his 

Bachelor of Science degree and medical degree from 

the University of Florida College of Medicine, graduating 

cum laude with Honors in Research. During this time, 

he conducted research at the National Eye Institute’s 

Laboratory of Ocular Immunology and was inducted 

into the Alpha Omega Alpha Honor Medical Society, 

receiving the Romrell Professionalism in Medicine Award.

He completed his internship and ophthalmology 

residency at Baylor College of Medicine, where he was 

recognized with the Goar Award for resident research. He 

then pursued fellowship training in vitreoretinal surgery 

and diseases at the University of Iowa Hospitals and Clinics, 

earning both the P.J. Leinfelder Award for outstanding 

research and the Fellow Award for Teaching Excellence.

In addition to his clinical and research roles, Dr 

Cunningham contributes actively to the field as 

an oral examiner and examination writer for the 

American Board of Ophthalmology. His work 

reflects a dedication to advancing both the 

science and practice of ophthalmology while 

mentoring the next generation of specialists.
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A leading vitreoretinal surgeon and clinical researcher, Dr Chin Yee is recognized for his expertise in complex retinal 

disease and his commitment to advancing patient care through innovation, education, and service both in the 

United States and his native Jamaica.

dr denis degazon lecture

Dr Chin Yee was born and raised in Jamaica before 

moving to the United States at the age of 16. He began 

his academic journey at the University of Miami, where 

he graduated summa cum laude, and went on to earn 

his medical degree from the University of Miami Miller 

School of Medicine. He completed his residency at 

Henry Ford Hospital in Detroit, followed by a fellowship 

in medical and surgical retina at Washington University 

School of Medicine in St. Louis and Barnes Hospital.

Dr Chin Yee is a dedicated and compassionate vitreoretinal 

surgeon based in Atlanta, where he practices with 

Georgia Retina. Deeply committed to service, he regularly 

returns to Jamaica to provide surgical care and volunteers 

locally by offering quarterly vision and eye health 

screenings for refugee communities at Grace Village.

In addition to his clinical work, Dr Chin Yee is an 

active leader in ophthalmology. He serves as Assistant 

Professor at Mercer University School of Medicine, 

Vice President of the Atlanta Ophthalmology Society, 

Chief of Ophthalmology at Northside Hospital, and 

Director of Clinical Research at Georgia Retina.

A respected contributor to the field, Dr Chin Yee has led and 

participated in numerous clinical trials and has authored a 

wide range of scientific publications covering topics such 

as diabetic retinopathy, macular degeneration, central 

serous chorioretinopathy, and ocular histoplasmosis. 

DR DAVID CHIN YEE
He also holds an invention disclosure with the 

University of Miami for an innovative eye drop 

holder. His expertise is frequently sought at 

national conferences, where he lectures on 

retinal disease and surgical advancements, and 

he has served as a peer reviewer for leading 

journals including Ophthalmology, RETINA, 

and Ophthalmic Surgery, Lasers and Imaging.

13Rising from the Rubble: Excellence & Innovation in Ocular Trauma



our speakers

DR VALENCE JORDAN

Dr Valence A. Jordan is a graduate of the 

DM Ophthalmology programme at the 

University of the West Indies and a Fellow of 

the Royal College of Surgeons of Glasgow.   

He recently completed subspecialty fellowship 

training in glaucoma in the United Kingdom, 

further strengthening his expertise in the 

management of complex glaucoma conditions. 

Dr Jordan  is committed to delivering 

high-quality ophthalmic care and 

advancing clinical practice through 

continued professional development.

DR DONOVAN CALDER

Dr Donovan Calder is a Consultant 

Ophthalmologist and vitreoretinal surgeon 

with senior clinical and academic leadership 

experience in Jamaica. He trained at 

the University of the West Indies and 

the Tennent Institute of Ophthalmology 

in Glasgow and has served as Head of 

Ophthalmology at Kingston Public Hospital 

and the University Hospital of the West Indies.

Dr Calder contributed to the development 

of the DM Ophthalmology programme at 

UWI and has held advisory roles with the 

Ministry of Health and national medical 

regulatory bodies. Dr Calder was awarded the 

Commander of Distinction by the Government 

of Jamaica and remains active in sports 

medicine and national sports governance.
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our speakers

DR RONNIE BHOLA

Dr Ronnie Bhola is a vitreoretinal surgeon based 

in Trinidad, with subspecialty training in vitreous 

and retina surgery in the United Kingdom. He 

completed his MBBS at the University of the 

West Indies and returned home in 2008, where 

he practices across both public and private 

sectors with a focus on cataract, complex 

intraocular, and retinal surgery. He is a Fellow 

of the Royal College of Ophthalmologists and 

the Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh.

Dr Bhola is actively involved in research 

and education, with over 50 peer-reviewed 

publications and extensive teaching of 

ophthalmology residents. He serves as 

Vice President of the Ophthalmological 

Society of the West Indies and holds 

additional leadership roles within regional 

and international ophthalmology.

DR KIM JEBODHSINGH

Dr Kim Jebodhsingh completed her MBBS 

at the University of the West Indies, followed 

by ophthalmology residency at Henry Ford 

Hospital in Detroit and fellowship training in 

oculoplastic, lacrimal, and orbital surgery at 

the University of Toronto. She is dedicated to 

advancing access to high-quality eye care across 

Barbados and the Caribbean, with a focus on 

preventing visual impairment and blindness. 

Dr Jebodhsingh is co-founder of the 

Caribbean Ophthalmology Research 

Alliance (CORA) and convenor of the 

annual “Latest Updates in Ophthalmology 

Subspecialty Conference” in Barbados. She 

is a recipient of the Anthony N. Sabga Award 

for Caribbean Excellence and continues 

to provide regional care through clinical 

outreach, including regular visits to Trinidad.
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our speakers

DR KRISTIN COWAN-LYN

Dr Kristin Cowan-Lyn is a Consultant 

Ophthalmologist specializing in oculoplastics 

and orbital surgery. She earned her medical 

degree with honors from the University of the 

West Indies and completed specialty training in 

ophthalmology at UWI, followed by advanced 

subspecialty training in the United Kingdom. 

She currently serves at Kingston Public Hospital 

and the Bustamante Hospital for Children. 

Dr Cowan-Lyn’s clinical interests include the 

management of complex eyelid, lacrimal, and 

orbital disorders, as well as reconstructive 

surgery following trauma. She is committed 

to delivering high-quality, patient-centered 

care while contributing to the continued 

development of ophthalmic services in Jamaica.

DR JOSEPH REYNOLDS

Dr Joseph Reynolds, is a senior ophthalmology 

resident at the University of the West Indies, 

based at Kingston Public Hospital. He has 

a strong academic and clinical interest 

in anterior segment disease, glaucoma, 

and retinal pathology, with a focus on 

delivering comprehensive patient care. 

Dr Reynolds is committed to improving access 

to eye care for underserved populations and 

is particularly interested in strengthening 

ophthalmic services in resource-limited settings. 

His long-term goal is to expand 

high-quality, accessible eye care to 

rural communities across Jamaica.
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our speakers

DR JESSICA YAP

Dr Jessica Yap is a Specialty Doctor in 

ophthalmology with the NHS in the United 

Kingdom, currently completing her second 

year of practice. She began her ophthalmology 

training in Jamaica in 2019 and is a Fellow of 

the Royal College of Ophthalmologists. She 

is also a member of the Ophthalmological 

Society of the West Indies, the British 

Medical Association, and the European 

Society of Cataract and Refractive Surgeons.

Dr Yap’s clinical experience spans five 

countries across three continents, reflecting 

broad international exposure to ophthalmic 

care. She is committed to delivering high-

quality, patient-centered care and will return to 

Jamaica to contribute her global training and 

surgical experience to local ophthalmic services.
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our sponsors

AristopharmaElite 
platinum

AbbVie - New Vision

CIBC
platinum

Eye See You

Medical Protection Society

Sagicor

Scotiabank

gold

Bayer

Bioprist

Facey - Alcon, Johnson & Johnson, Viatris

silver

Brenda Strafford Foundation

Eyvio

Imperial Optical

Indus

Modern Optical

Roche

Sanfer

Steede Medical

bronze

This symposium is made possible through the generous support of our sponsors, whose partnership plays a vital role 

in advancing excellence in ophthalmic education and patient care.
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our spONSORS
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upcoming events
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ophthalsj@gmail.com

THANK
YOU

www.ophthalsj.com




